
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Peter 3:18        Rev. Jonathan E. Scharf 
Preschool Graduation     5/12/17 

“Don’t Stop Growing!” 
 It’s been happening for years already in our house, since my 
son was about the age of these little ones sitting up in front here so 
well.  Things would seem to be going pretty normally, when all of a 
sudden my wife will just yell out our youngest’s name – and not just 
his nickname – not even just his first name. She’ll bust out the whole 
shebang – “Malachi Paul Scharf”.  Right about then his eyes get huge, 
and you can see his brain spinning, trying to figure out what he did 
wrong, or rather, what he got caught for – and it was bad enough for 
her to use his middle name.  That’s big. 
 And then she tells him. “I thought I told you to stop growing.  
Why won’t you listen to me?”  Have you ever wanted time to stand 
still, for your little one to stay just the way they are now?  Let’s put 
this age on hold for a few years – and then just skip the teenage years, 
how does that sound? 
 When we see them so precious, all dressed up like they are 
tonight – that might not sound so bad.  There is something so special 
about this age.  But deep down we know - we don’t want them to 
stop growing.  We want them to be able to experience it all – to keep 
getting stronger and smarter and bigger, don’t we?  
 And ultimately, whether we like it or not, they’ve been doing 
it anyway.  They’ve been growing, not just physically.  Just think of 
the development in the class in just the past year.  Even from my 
perspective – just in the ability to sit still and listen to a story, the 
ability to learn. As the year went on the chapel devotions just kept 
getting better as more and more they were actually listening, sitting 
and raising their hands to answer questions. They were excited to 
sing, singing out our songs powerfully and without getting out of 
control, no one running up behind the altar.  At the beginning of the 
year, you’d have never guessed that could happen.  But they’ve 
grown.  
 And they’ve grown in their knowledge – their letters and 
colors and shapes.  In a minute you’ll hear them sing their alphabet 
sounds and those songs they’ve memorized so well.  They’ve been 
growing. 

And as much as we may say otherwise – we want that. So we 
do feed them and take care of them and give them opportunities – so 
that one day they’ll be well-adjusted, productive members of society.  



But more than anything else, their class verse reminds us the most 
important growth we want for them. It’s printed for you in the 
bulletin.  I Peter 3:18. 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen. 

While they are growing in stature and strength and smarts, 
more than anything else, what matters is that they grow spiritually, 
that they grow closer to their Savior Jesus, because that’s the only 
thing that lasts.  All the other stuff is temporary.  So grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

That’s been our primary focus here.  That’s why we have a 
church preschool to help children grow in that grace. This past year 
your children have learned so many Bible stories – stories about God 
and his power and his love – his grace, which is really the whole story 
of the Bible. From beginning to end it is showing and telling and 
reassuring that God loves you: that’s why he made the world, that’s 
why he protected his people, that’s why he sent his Son to die to pay 
your price and give you heaven, that’s why he did everything we read 
about in the pages of Scripture. 

And as we spend time learning all of those things, they are 
learning that they are never alone, even when friends might abandon 
them; that they are loved even when they’ve failed; learning about 
Jesus, we don’t just grow in knowledge, we grow in the grace, in the 
grace of Jesus – because you can’t focus on such pure love long 
without it rubbing off, and as we grow to understand God’s grace – 
we become more and more full of grace ourselves. 

Parents, have you seen that happen in your kids?  I have.  
God’s Word works.  Praise God for that. They’ve grown in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus.  So now, “Don’t Stop Growing”.  Help 
them to continue it.  Review the things they’ve learned this summer.  
And our church stands ready to help too – with Sunday School every 
Sunday at 9:15, Kids Club every Wednesday at 7pm, a children’s 
message in every Sunday service, Vacation Bible School and 
Soccer/Bible Camp.  Don’t let them stop growing and don’t you do 
it either. 

Why not make it a part of your routine?  Just like coming 
here every Monday, Wednesday, Friday  or every Tuesday/Thursday 
was valuable for your children – make it a habit to have the whole 
family at church – that together we may grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be 
glory now and forever.  Amen. 



 


