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  Abiding Grace Contact Information: 

          Newton County Office:         770-385-7691   
          Henry County Office:            770-707-2144 
                     

   Pastor Jonathan Scharf  (Newton Co.) 
          Cell Phone:                            404-218-7568 
           Email:                 pastor@abidinggrace.com 
 

   Pastor Benjamin Steenbock (Henry) 
          Cell Phone:                   770-707-2144 
           Email:           pastorben@abidinggrace.com 

              

                                                                                      Vicar Steven Saatkamp 
                                                                                                     Cell Phone:                             414-828-9991 
                                                                                                     Email:                   vicar@abidinggrace.com   
 

 
 
Welcome to Worship!  We are glad you are here today to praise God and hear 

his Word.  Today, we celebrate the festival of the Lutheran Reformation, where we 
praise God for the dedication of so many men and women willing to risk their lives to 
stand up for the truth of God’s Word. This year marks the 500th Anniversary of the 
posting of the 95 Theses, the event many historians point to as the beginning of the 
Reformation. 

   This service folder will guide you through our service. Today our order of 
service is the one proposed for the new hymnal, so it may be unfamiliar to some. We 
pray you’ll enjoy it.  You’ll need the hymnal that was on your chair for the hymns 
referenced in this bulletin.  If you have need of a restroom, they are down the hall 
behind this room on the left, and the nursery is available across the hall from the 
restrooms if your child needs a break.  While we encourage families to worship 
together and appreciate the occasional “joyful noises” the kids contribute – if you feel 
the need, please feel free to watch and listen to worship on the closed circuit TV there, 
or leave your child with the volunteers there and join us again in the service.  

Please enjoy the service.  You may use the hymnal to give you food for thought 
as we prepare for worship this Sunday.  The “Reformation” section of the hymnal 
(Hymns 199-205) might be especially helpful as we consider how God’s salvation for 
mankind is by grace alone, through faith alone, and found in Scripture alone.  Also 
notice a great wealth of prayers and psalms that will help you prepare for worship.   
May God bless our worship together! 

OCTOBER 29, 2017 THE FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION 

                  Newton County 
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THE SERVICE 
 
WELCOME BY THE PASTOR 
 

INVOCATION 
L(iturgist): In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: #382      My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. 

L:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, 
 I am sinful by nature 
  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
  I have not loved others as I should.  
 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
      But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
 with his holy life and innocent death. 
      Trusting in him, I pray: 
 God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

L: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, 

as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the  +  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie, eleison 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 

The Gloria will be sung by the choir.  
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THE WORD   

L: The Lord be with you. 
C:        And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:       Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON:                                                      ISAIAH 45:5-6, 18-24 
5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will 

strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, 6 so that from the rising of the sun to 
the place of its setting people may know there is none besides me.  I am the LORD, and there 
is no other. 

For this is what the LORD says— he who created the heavens, he is God; he who 
fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to 
be inhabited— he says: 

“I am the LORD, and there is no other. 19 I have not spoken in secret, from somewhere 
in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s descendants,  ‘Seek me in vain.’ I, the LORD, 
speak the truth; I declare what is right.  

20 “Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the nations. Ignorant are 
those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save. 21 Declare what is to 
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be, present it— let them take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who declared it 
from the distant past? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, 
a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me. 

22 “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no 
other. 23 By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be 
revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. 24 They will say of me, 
‘In the LORD alone are deliverance and strength.’” All who have raged against him will come 
to him and be put to shame. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON     
 

The children are invited forward to hear a message  

from God’s Word especially for them. 
 

THE SECOND LESSON:       ACTS 4:1-12 
 

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter 
and John while they were speaking to the people.2 They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They 
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next 
day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to 
about five thousand. 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and 
others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began 
to question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who 
was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of 
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God 
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is 
“‘the stone you builders rejected, 
    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.” 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM OF THE DAY:  A MIGHTY FORTRESS   (sung by the choir) 
Martin Luther’s Devotion on Psalm 46   Setting by Jay Rouse 

In the 8am service, the congregation will join to sing this Psalm as Hymn 200. 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper He amid the flood, of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe. 

His craft and pow’r are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing. 

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;  

Lord Sabaoth His name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle. 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill, God’s truth 

 abideth still: His kingdom is forever and ever! A mighty fortress is our God! 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

In the first service, the congregation sings the Gospel Acclamation. In the 10:30 this will be sung by the choir. 
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THE GOSPEL OF THE DAY              John 14:1-6 

 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the 
place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 
 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Be seated 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  In Christ Alone    (printed on next pages) 

THE SERMON:          ACTS 4:1-12 

In Christ Alone 
I. Scorned by the Ones He Came to Save. 

II. Our Cornerstone, Our Solid Ground. 

III.  Here in the Power of Christ I’ll Stand. 
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Stand 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

L: Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us with peace 

today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Guide our lives 

today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for us. Work in us today through your 

Spirit that our thoughts, words, and actions glorify you and serve our neighbor. 
C: Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe it and live it. 
 

L: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word.  Take away 

their fear of criticism and contention and make them bold to say what you say. Fill them 

with a love like yours and lead them to announce the forgiveness of sins as your free gift 

to us and all people. 
C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.  
 

L: Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. Break down 

the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal realities. Convict us with your 

law and then fill us so full of your gospel that we overflow with zeal to do your will. 
C: Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy. 

 
L: Guard and guide us as we live in a society that despises what you say about marriage. 

Lead husbands and wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. 

Move parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus even 

when their children grow up. 
C: Protect us from the evil that surrounds us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

 
L: Provide your divine compass for those who govern us by making laws and setting 

policies. Give us respect for those who protect us from crime and aggression. Lead us to 

value the rights of our fellow citizens and to care for those who cannot care for 

themselves. 
C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed 

to all. 
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L: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.  
C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your grace. 

 
L: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. 

(Here may be named the specific people and the cause of the petition.) Fill eager minds 

with wisdom to discover new ways to treat disease and illness. Give patience and 

compassion to those who care for the sick and dying. 
C: Lift the eyes of the dying to your love in Christ. 
L: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
Silent prayer 
 

L: Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all people 

because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers, spoken and in silence, 

and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 

THE OFFERING: 
The members of Abiding Grace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this 

community and throughout the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our 
ministry.  During the offering please take a moment to fill in the friendship register that is being handed down your 
aisle.  After everyone has signed it, you may place it on the floor beneath the chair at the end of the row. 
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L:  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:      (Spoken by the Congregation) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S BLESSING  (Spoken by the Liturgist) 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: #391   God Loved the World So that He Gave 

 
The above image is Luther’s seal, depicting our faith in the cross of Christ at the center, placed in our heart by 

grace alone through faith alone and by God’s Word alone.   
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WELCOME!   
     It is wonderful to have all of you here with us today to worship our amazing God.  Please stick around 
after worship to meet and get to know better your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
     If the Spirit has worked through His Word today and moved you to want to find out more or to get 
involved – please speak to Pastor Scharf, Vicar Saatkamp, or any of the members after worship.  You can 
also get a hold of Pastor Scharf using the contact information found on page 2.  If you have any questions or 
comments about anything that went on here or what was taught, again - please speak to Pastor Scharf or 
any of the members after worship.  And come again next week as we join together again to worship Jesus, 
revealed clearly as our Savior.  See the announcements and calendar following and the information table for 
other Bible Study, fellowship, and service opportunities.   

 

Stick around for Trunk-or-Treat in the parking lot as soon as the kids can 
get changed into their costumes!  We ask that you keep your children from going 
out into the parking lot until you hear the bell. That way if anyone wants to leave 
before Trunk-or-Treat, they can do so safely. 

 
 

Area Reformation Festival – Today!  Continue the celebration of the 500th Anniversary 
with our special afternoon Joint Reformation Festival.  Come on back at 4pm for a joint 
service with our sister churches followed by a German Feast.  You don’t want to miss it! 
Here is the schedule for the rest of today:   

Trunk-or-Treat – immediately following service 
Luther Movie – Following Trunk-or-Treat (Listen for bell) 

2:15pm – Joint Choir Practice 
3:30pm – Children’s Choir Practice 

4:00pm – Joint Reformation Worship 
Immediately Following Service – German Feast 

 

NEW BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS (BIC) SIGN UP  Come join us for this class 
designed to answer your questions. We’ll cover the basics of what Christianity is all about and 
answer your questions about God’s Word and all the different teachings out there. BIC serves 
as our new member class, but everyone is welcome, whether you are considering membership 
or not. If you are interested in BIC or you know someone else who would like it, sign up for a 
new session on the table in the back by the green sign. All who sign up will be called this 
week to find a time that works for all and we’ll start next week.  Childcare is available with 
advanced notice. All materials will be provided.  Come grow with us! 

  
Calling All Veterans:  Sunday, November 12th we’ll recognize and thank 
God for all our veterans who have willingly fought for our safety and 
security.  There will be a special prayer and ceremony in both services. 
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Coming Events at Abiding Grace: 
 

Ongoing Weekly Activities 
Sundays at 8am  Worship  
Sundays at 9:15am  Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  
Sundays at 10:30am  Worship 
Sundays at 12:00 noon  Choir Practice  
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9-12am  Preschool (when Newton County Schools are in session) 
Mondays at 6:30pm Bible Information Class (on Lesson 7) 
Wednesdays at 5:30pm Canvassing  
Wednesdays at 7pm  Kids Club (0-10 year olds) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Youth Group (Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers) 
Wednesdays at 7pm   Adult Bible Study (Financial Peace U until Thanksgiving) 
Wednesdays at 7pm  Interactive Faith Bible Study (Until Nov. 8) 
Fridays at 9am  Building on the Rock (for developmentally disabled) 
 
 

Upcoming Special Events 
Sun. Nov. 12th   Veteran’s Recognition Service 
Sun. Nov. 12th, 12:00pm Open Forum-Henry County 
Sun. Nov. 12th, 6pm  Ladies Bible Study, Chapter 11 
Sat. Nov. 18th   Family Thanksgiving Feast 
Sun. Nov. 19th, 12:00pm Voters Meeting 
Wed. Nov. 22nd, 7pm  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wed. Nov. 29th, 6pm  Outreach Night (Help Invite to Christmas4Kids) 
Wed. Dec. 6, 13, 20th 6:15pm – Soup Suppers / 7pm Midweek Advent Meditations 
Thurs. Dec. 7th, 7pm  Ladies Advent By Candlelight 
Sat. Dec. 2nd             Abiding Grace Float in Covington & McDonough Christmas Parades 
Sat. Dec. 9th, 10am-2pm Christmas4Kids 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 10:30am Sunday School Christmas Program – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
Sun. Dec. 24th, 5 & 7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Sun. Dec. 25th, 10:30am Christmas Day Worship 
Sun. Dec. 31st Service of 9 Lessons and Carols – Unity Sunday  

(No 8am service) 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all music printed in this bulletin comes from Divine Service I in Christian Worship Supplement ©2008 

by Northwestern Publishing House or Christian Worship Hymnal ©2003 by Northwestern Publishing House. These items are reprinted 

under OneLicense.net  #A714318. 

In Christ Alone by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend Copyright 2002 by Thankyou Music 

A Mighty Fortress by Jay Rouse Translated by Frederick H. Hedge Copyright 2012 by Highwoods Music Publishing 


